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Let the Elementary Students Enjoy the Lakeshore 
One of the activities used during 
the fall for fifth grade students at 
Spirit Lake Elementary School, in-
volves studying animals and plants 
that live in and near the shores of 
lakes in Northwest Iowa. 
On a recent Friday afternoon, ap-
proximately one-hundred students, 
four teachers, and ten room mothers 
Survey teams begin their work. 
ROLAND F. CHAPMAN 
Fifth Grade Science Instructor 
Spirit Lake Community School 
Spirit Lake, Iowa 
observed a lake environment first 
hand. The occasion was an excursion 
to Hale's slough on the east shore of 
Big Spirit Lake. After a thorough pre-
lab, which consisted of a lake study 
in the classroom and instruction 
about animal and plant life, the 
classes were divided into twenty-one 
field teams of five students each. 
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Boots ancl w aders are handy items. 
These teams included: one captain, 
three collectors, and one curator. The 
captain's job was to : 
a. Write a description of the fifteen-
foot-wide stretch of lakeshore 
that his team was to survey. 
b. Keep count of all ( number and 
kind ) samples of animal, plant 
and debris which the collectors 
accumulated. 
c. Supervise all team member's ac-
tivities. 
Three collectors were assigned the 
job of collecting samples of animal 
life, plant life and debris in the team's 
allotted pmtion of the lake in water 
up to twelve inches deep. 
The curator had the responsibili-
ties of providing containers for all the 
Student ponders a fincl that has just been 
taken from 13-ig Spir it Lake. 
team's specimens and getting them 
safely back for display in the class-
room. 
Two and one-half hours of time 
was allotted to get to the lake, con-
duct a survey and return to the class-
room. The lake was about six miles 
from the school. The field activity 
was "dry-labbed" on the playground. 
Teachers went out in advance and 
staked off the areas to be studied. 
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Post-lab sessions included a discus-
sion of what the students saw and did 
at the lakeshore, observing the vari-
ous plant and animal exhibits in the 
classroom, and attempting . to gain a 
greater understanding of a lake com-
munity and its relationship to the to-
tal environment. 
This field experience at Spirit Lake 
was successful due to thorough plan-
ning and complete cooperation of all 
four fifth grade teachers. It created 
considerable enthusiasm among the 
participating students. Parents who 
helped supervise the children at the 
lakeshore helped to create a favorable 
Collecti11 g along the shoreline. 
climate for learning. 
There is a river, lake, or pond close 
to you. The children are waiting. Un-
derstanding animal and plant commu-
nities should begin early in the stu-
dent's education. What are you wait-
ing for? Let the elementary students 
enjoy the lakeshore! ! 
2.5 
